NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES 











September 1956 


BULLETIN OF THE N.d@. LISZARY 
ASSOCIATION WELLINGTON N.Z. 





JQU0G0U000000000000000000G0U00000) 


May we remind you that we publish.. 


Espaitk (A.) A’ students’ manual of bibliography. Revised 
by Roy Stokes. (L.A. Series.) 1954. 392 p. 18s. (16s.) 


LaMB (J. P.) Commercial and technical libraries. (L.A. 
Series.) 1955. 315 p. 21s. (18s.) 


McGitt (H. N.) Books for young people. Group I: Under 
cleven, annotated and classified. New edition, completely 
revised. 12s. (9s.) 


Mepicat Ske rion, Books and periodicals for medical libraries 
in hospitals 1952. 16 p. 2s. 


Munrorp (W.) Penny rate: aspects of British public library 
history, 1850-1950, 1951. ix, 150 p. 21s. (16s.) 


OsBORNE (E.) and Sarr (Fb. A.) County library practice: 
a handbook tor students. 1950. vill, 136 p. 10s. 6d. (8s.) 
(&8s.) 


Roperts (A. DD.) Introduction to reference books. 3rd. 
edition, 1956, 237 p. 16s. (12s.) 


SavaGeE (CE. A.) A librarian looks at readers: observation for 
book selection and personal service. 2nd edition. 1950. 
266 p. 15s. (13s. 6d.) 


STATISTICS OF PUBLIC (RATE SUPPORTED) LIBRARIES IN 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 1954-55. 1956. 
33 p. Ss. 


PHORNTON (J. LL.) and Turty (R. LL. J.) Scientific books, 
libraries and collectors: a study of bibliography and 
the book trade in relation to sciences. 1954. (Reprinted 
1956) x, 288 p. 24s. (18s.) 


YeAR Book Annual. 21s. (15s.) 


(Prices to members of the Library Association are given 


within brackets) 


(All prices quoted are in British Sterling) 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CHAUCER HOUSE MALET PLACE LONDON W.C.1. 
ENGLAND 


Westtseeseecesect Sess seeeeseesesss esses esses e006) ti NOoNoNHoNNK OOUONNBUNO KT 


Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 














Local 
Local 
Local 
Count 
N.Z.L. 
Revies 
Fiction 


Fiction 


Th 
from 











NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 


BULLETIN OF THE N.Z. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 





Vol 19 No. 7 September 1956 





Secretary: Miss D. G. Bibby P.O. Box 5103, Wellington 
Hon. Secretary: W. J. McEldowney National Library Service, Wgtn. 


Hon. Editor: J. A. Frampton Alexander Turnbull Library, Wegtn. 





CONTENTS 
Local Collections 
Local Collection: Manawatu 
Local collection: Tauranga Public Library 
Country Library Service, 1930-1955 
N.Z.L.A. Council 
Review: Who's who in N.Z. 6th edition 
Fiction List: Notes on revised symbols 


Fiction List 





LOCAL COLLECTIONS 


A. G. BAGNALI 


The question of local collections in libraries is one which arises 
from time to time, and a few notes may be some encouragement in 
a neglected field. As, with two or three exceptions, so little is done 
in New Zealand outside the main centres, the suggestions will 
be kept to a fairly elementary level. The question will be discussed 
under the following headings: 

(i) Which libraries should keep local collections. 

(ii) Advantages. 

(iii) What constitutes a local collection. 

(iv) Administration. 








A iocal collection, as understood in these note is simp 
organised and expanding collection of printed, manuscript, and hu 
trative material dealing with the district or centres served by the 
library. 

(i) Which libraries should keep local collections. Having regard 
to other responsibilities, it may be said that a library serving a 
population of less than 5,000 is unlikely to be able to maintain a 


local collection satisfactorily, but that those serving a population of 
more than 10,000 should be in a position to undertake this work 
In the smaller libraries the necessary enthusiasm may persist for 

time but, with change of staff and other pressures, its custody ts 


likely to hover above a precarious neglect. Continuity of interest 
is essential. It is, in part, a matter of guiding and developing an 
enthusiasm which, quite likely, has arisen outside the library. In such 
cases the librarian should encourage the idea that the library can 
act effectively at some appropriate stage. 

Generally it could be said that the appropriate place for such a 
collection is the public library. For various reasons there will by 
exceptions, the most notable of which is that maintained by the 
Hawke’s Bay Art Gallery and Museum, Napier. Here the devoted 
labours of a few individuals during the past fifteen years have built 
up a significant collection of printed and original material. The 
present New Zealand pattern is that in towns of less than 20,000 
population (and in many larger) it is almost unnecessary to suggest 
that the local historian should check local library resources before 
trying elsewhere. 

In some centres the most significant existing collection of printed 
New Zealand, including local, material is in the leading post-primary 
school. It is clearly important that the schools should have thes 
publications to develop the pupils’ interest in their background, apart 
from the growing claims of “project” work. In the long run, however! 
the collection in the library and not that in the school should. be 
the one on which the attention and care of the district should he 
concentrated. Access to the school collection is restricted, it tends 
to be a working collection for exploitation, and tt is probably more 
difficult to ensure continuity in the policy of maintaining it. Existing 
| 


good collections are to be encouraged, but not at the expense + 
developing of beginning others in the appropriate institution 

(ii) Advantages. The advantages of something which may appeal 
simply to mean more work should be stressed. Hf it ts a. libra 
responsibility to give a service of information and not merely titles 
then, surely, a logical deduction ts the provision of information 
concerning the district itself. That this task ts seldom easy should 


make it a challenge and not a source of discouragement. Considerable 
iW 


goodwill, again, can be engendered by the use of the local collec- 


tion. Properly handled, the work of building it up and using tt 
effectively can widen the library’s field of borrowers and sympathisers 
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fhe controiiing authority may heed its claims as the decisive reason 
wr more desperately needed space 

(ili) beat constitutes a local collection. A rough definition has been 
riven above Which breaks up into the clements of books, pamphlets, 
official papers, archives and family papers, newspapers, maps and 
photographs. 

(a) Books. Books dealing with the district or containing references 
thereto do not of themselves constitute a local collection. Those 
eplaceable at not too great a cost or delay should be duplicated in 
he library stock anyway. They are, however, the results, even if of 
varying and often disappointing standard, of research in a_ similar 
collection of material to that which the library is trying to acquire. 
fhe clusive ones are those containing possibly only a chapter or 
two, withal important, on the district. Many will elude all but the 
nost discerning and knowledgeable in the field. Family histories and 

rks of fiction should be included. A local collection on the Upper 
Rangitike: and Laihape, for example, should include Devanny’s The 

wicher shop and H. B. Vogel's The tragedy of a flirtation and A 
\ ri maid 

(b) Pamphlets. Pamphlets are undoubtedly the core secondary 
material, and the most difficult to obtain if not tracked down at 
the time of publication. It is a safe claim that no local collection in 
the country has 50 per cent. of the pamphlets dealing with the history 
nd topography of the district. However, if the omissions of the 
past—even from the national collections—can only be regretted, 
there is no excuse for overlooking the current output. At the present 
lime the seemingly endless stream of school and church jubilees, 
together with some commercial and descriptive material, make up 
the bulk of this. The possible contempt which familiarity may here 
breed is nevertheless dangerous, and all should be chased up. Most, 
if not all, appear within the district and the local librarian has a 
distinct advantage over city colleagues trying to locate the same 
material. Some of the rare older pamphlets have an importance out 
of proportion to their length, and the expense of photocopies in 
1 cuses would be amply justified. 

(¢) Official publications. Wt is not practicable to keep full sets of 
official publications, even if it is desirable. As an aside, however, it 
may be mentioned that the lack of sets of the Appendices to the 
Journals of the House of Representatives in centres like Palmerston 
North, Napier, and Wanganui, to mention only the North Island, 

being noticed increasingly by students. The solution is probably a 
nicrocard problem for the next generation. The local collection simply 
requires that papers dealing with the district, such as commission 
reports, petitions, etc., should be held. For example, Rotorua should 
have such items as 1948, G.7, Report of Royal Commission ; 
concerning the Pukeroa-Oruawhata Block, and Napier the Report 
G.6A for the same year on the Napier Inner Harbour. There are 
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also the numerous private acts and bills dealing with the borough, 
and sometimes county. It doesn’t matter that these may be currently 
in the Town Clerk's office. | know well what can happen to official 
copies within a few years. Debates affecting local areas are of similar 
interest and equally easy to obtain at the time. Even if the Librarian 
or the local M.P. cannot keep up with the flood of parliamentary 
literature, it is listed piece by piece in the Copyright Publications. 

(d) Newspapers. Newspapers, because of their bulk and possibly 
bad condition, are the biggest problem. Their importance, nevertheless, 
matches their size. It is an inescapable fact that the local file is the 
chief basis for local chronology and much history, and the only 
curb to uncertain and undated reminiscence. The library has a clear 
and unmistakable duty to insist on the preservation of local newspaper 
files, either in microfilm or original form. The day is near at hand 
when the library of every provincial centre, at least, will need a 
microfilm reader—certainly if it is to have the local collection it 
needs. This is not the place to debate whether the one original file 
which should be kept is to be maintained by the newspaper office, 
the local library, or the General Assembly Library. Kept it should 
be, but here | am concerned only to emphasise the value of the 
record. Many local libraries are possibly still not aware of the 
General Assembly Library’s programme of microfilming current pro- 
vincial newspapers in which, ultimately, many provincial libraries 
should be interested. 

(e) Archives and family papers. Few libraries are housed in 
sufficiently fireproof and extensive accommodation to do a great deal 
here. It is the policy of the Association through its Archives Com- 
mittee to encourage the development of principal repositories for 
local records, and the slowly-unwinding local body record survey is 
planned with this in mind. Some of these repositories may develop 
in association with libraries. | hope they do. The present fact is, 
however, that few libraries can undertake more than rescue work, 
and few librarians have had sufficient experience or training to deal 
with records which they might obtain. Such records will, eventually, 
form a most significant part of local collections in New Zealand 
us they already do overseas. If it is not now possible to accept custody 
of such papers their whereabouts should be noted. 

It is important to know the material on the district held in other 
institutions, although it may not be possible to have copies of it. 
It is still not possible for any one person to say, for example, what 
there is in the Alexander Turnbull Library and the National Archives 
on Wanganui, Palmerston North, or Masterton. Some of the more 
obvious categories of manuscript will have detailed lists of contents 
compiled evenutally, but this takes time and there is always the 
growing accretion of departmental records. It is sufficient to say 
that detailed historical studies of most places in the North Island 
and a good many in the South Island cannot be made without recourse 
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to Wellington records. This ts inescapable, but it does not mean that, 
in time, energy and goodwill cannot bring to the local collections, 
in typescript or microfilm, copies of important district diaries or 
other documents held, in the original, elsewhere. One tends to be 
increasingly cautious in recommending typescript for, at the scholarly 
level, only the most meticulous checking can ensure an accurate 
copy. However, for local collections, some compromise may be 
necessary and acceptable if the copy is marked accordingly. 

(f) Maps. Maps, provided storage difficulties can be overcome, 
are invaluable local material. Few collections will be able to obtain 
originals of the carly maps of the district, but photostats of those 
in the Lands and Survey Department can readily be obtained. We 
are still a long way from any national map catalogue, and the search 
for likely maps is still a matter of approach to possible libraries 
and offices. Currently, the appropriate borough, county, and topo- 
graphical maps should be in all collections. 

(g) Photographs. Photographs are a simple and obvious field tor 
local initiative. But, even here, simplicity can be pushed too far. It 
is not merely a matter of collecting locally what can be found and 
copying those which owners or institutions are unable to give. Active 
recording should be undertaken at periodic intervals. The contem- 
porary scene is historically significant as it stands. The local collection 
committee or the historical committee should encourage a systematic 
photographic survey of centres of interest and development. It would 
need another article to make specific suggestions about this, but there 
is a clear field for the enthusiastic local photographers. 

(iv) Administration, Here | shall give only a few suggestions. One 
or two librarians who are already coping may later be able to give 
us the benefit of their experience. The first point is one of committee 
assistance. However well qualified the librarian, the work of acqui- 
sition calls for special interests and time which the librarian, with 
the best will, may not possess. If there is no historical society or 
similar body, the inevitable committee should be formed to help. 
One local enthusiast can do a great deal—sometimes all that is done 
but it is still best to push on with the project under the aegis of a 
committee. Arrangement, cataloguing, and general custody will be 
the librarian’s responsibility, even if here, too, the assistance of 
willing helpers is available. 

Many who have persisted with this article to this point will ask 
how many feet of space will be required. | cannot be specific, but 
can plan many effective local collections for libraries in the 10,000 
to 20,000 group which, apart from newspaper files, would be gener- 
ously housed in twenty linear feet, a vertical file drawer, and space 
for a couple of vertical map holders. Unfortunately, many libraries 
will not need this area for a long time. 

While the material should be freely available and, in certain 
circumstances, should be lent, it should not be on open access. 
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Apart from unnecessary handling, the risk of loss of unique materia 
must be reduced to a minimum. This is a different problem from the 
relative accessibility of New Zealand books in general. At the same 
lime even restricted use should not be permitted until the materia 
is adequately catalogued. By “adequate” is meant sufficient from the 
point of a possible inventory. Where technical competence is availabl 
to make a record of a detailed kind by cataloguing or historica 
standards, let it be started as soon as possible, but, failing this, ; 
skeleton record of each separate piece or individually numbere 
pieces in groups will suffice. 

Lastly, a word of warning. A local collection should be forme 
only after full consideration of what is involved and its recognitior 
as a continuing responsibility. A dusty cupboard of unsorted auction. 
sale rejects does not constitute the record we have been discussing 
At the same time more good local collections will do something 
reduce the disparity between the number of books on N.Z. local 
history on library shelves, and the present all too conspicuous absencc 
of the sources from which they should have been written. 


LOCAL COLLECTION: 
MANAWATU 


PALMERSTON NORTH MUNICIPAL LIBRARY 


the number of fires in the early days earned for Palmerston North 
the name of the “Town of blazes.” In these, and in later ones nol 
so accidental, valuable records of the Manawatu have been lost 
The library itself was burned down in 1882 with the loss of all 
records, including those of births, deaths and marriages—since the 
librarian was also the registrar. The files of one local paper prior 
to 1900 were destroyed by fire, and the files of the other were taken 
to the destructor to save space. 
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The library holds practically complete files of both local papers 
from 1903. A collection has been made of special editions of Wel- 
lington and local papers celebrating anniversaries and other special 
occasions in the Manawatu. A microfilm file of the Foxton paper, 
the Manawatu Herald, has been obtained and, along with the micro- 
film reader, has proved invaluable to local historians and students. 
Newspapers, being a basic requirement for the investigation of local 
history, when incomplete, make the job of securing other material 
so much more important. Very vigorous efforts have been made to 
collect other types of material in the hope of bridging some of the 
gaps caused by the incomplete newspaper holdings. 

Books, pamphlets, photographs, and the records of societies and 
organisations help to fill the picture. The policy of the library is to 
obtain copies of all material published in book and pamphlet form 
relating to the district. Publication of historical pamphlets, especially 
those issued in connection with jubilee celebrations, is closely watched, 
and, in the case of schools, they are well supplemented by our 
photographic collection. Many valuable, unpublished MSS are also 
included in the collection. These are histories and reminiscences of 
the Manawatu, and two of them are University theses. 

Valuable paintings by reputable local artists have been donated 
to the library. These include works by Lindauer, Linley Richardson, 
and Mina Arndt Manoy. Included in the material donated by the 
family of the late Mr. John Tiffin Stewart, the surveyor and builder 
of the original Manawatu gorge road, are water colour paintings 
of the gorge dating from the 1870s. Numerous photographs have 
been collected, and these have been mounted and indexed. They show 
all phases of life in carly Manawatu, depict many well-known local 
residents, and there is a very comprehensive set of pictures showing 
the growth and change in the business houses around the Palmerston 
North square. Historic sites and buildings have been recently photo- 
graphed to fill the collection. 

Records of many defunct societies and the earliest records of the 
volunteer fire brigade have been deposited in the library. Several 
hooks of newspaper cuttings have been saved from destruction. Some 
of the rolls of the Manawatu Mounted Rifles and records of the Home 
Guard have also been donated. 

Pamphlet and book acquisitions are catalogued and indexed in the 
usual way. The photographic collection is mounted and indexed and 
is available for use in the Reference library. Newspaper holdings and 
records of defunct societies have been listed, as have the books and 
pamphlets actually available in the library. The local papers are not 
indexed, but a cutting file of local news and events is currently 
maintained. Local historians and university students writing theses 
make the most comprehensive use of the collection. Photographs 
from the collection have been used to illustrate histories of Palmerston 
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North. Training College and school students use the collection exten- 
sively for local history projects. And then there are always the casual 
enquirers, and the visitors who merely wish to satisty their curiosity 
about our past. 

Since the formation of the Historical Records Committee, com- 
posed of local historians and others interested in preserving our early 
records, the library has become the centre for the collection and 
preservation of historical material. Very strenuous efforts have been 
made by the Librarian and the Committee to collect material that 
can be conveniently housed in the library. Organisations like the 
Rotary, both here and in Woodville, have been addressed on the 
value of historical records. Personal and press appeals have been made, 
people visited, and displays shown in the city and in the library 
Stressing the need to preserve this material. 

These methods have brought to light most interesting collections 
of material. For instance, from the family of a former mayor of 
Palmerston North photos of civic functions were given, photos which 
have not been preserved elsewhere. From the estate of a Mr Faulkner 
of Eketahuna, bridge builder and engineer, came sets of maps of the 
Wellington Manawatu railway, as well as numerous plans and photo- 
graphs, and even models of Mr. Faulkner's bridges. 

The interest aroused in historical records and the value of the 
Historical Records Committee, which was able to advise the Council 
on historical matters, led the Council to form an Archives Committee. 
The new committee has made its aim the investigation of all historical 
and archive material in the Manawatu with the eventual possibility 
of having it properly housed. 

Initially the Council approached local bodies in the area requesting 
them to reserve all records in the best condition possible until a district 
archives repository could be made available. Later, members of the 
Committee visited local bodies to view records and make personal 
contact with officers responsible for their keeping. Visits were also 
made to the families of early settlers and people prominent in public 
affairs. These visits resulted in much valuable material, especially 
photographs, being added to the library's collection. 

It can be seen that, although a fair amount has been achieved in the 
collecting of early historical records, much has been lost through the 
lack of appreciation of the value of personal and other papers by the 
descendants of the pioneers. It has been emphasised very strongly that 
officers of the city council should be advised about the removal or 
destruction of early records, and thus be given the opportunity to 
preserve what is of value. 
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LOCAL COLLECTION: 
TAURANGA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


CHARMIAN D. GILMER 


The collection of local material in the Tauranga Public Library 
is not extensive, but newly printed material is gradually being 
added to it, and an effort is being made to acquire some of the older 
hooks and material relevant to the district. In 1950, Mr D. H. Max- 
well, the present owner of “The Elms,” the site of the first Church 
Missionary Society’s station in Tauranga, lent the Library beautiful 
old frocks and accessories which were displayed with photographs, 
newspapers, and letters in a shop window to publicise the need to 
preserve historic material. The old residents did not hasten to give 
their precious family records into the safekeeping of the library; but 
the donation of a couple of dated photographs, one book, and some 
cuttings, and the transfer of early Domain Board minute books 
from the Council office to the Library was at least a beginning. 

Since the inception of the Tauranga Historical Society in 1951, 
more publicity has been given to the urgent need to preserve family 
and business documents and photographs, and this is gradually bring- 
ing results—for example the recent gift to the society of photographs 
and early Borough rolls. As | am at present archivist to the Society, 
such material is stored at the library, but so far we have made no 
attempt to sort and index it. 

Tauranga Library's local collection consists of some books and 
pamphlets, minute books, a thesis, newspapers, and a few photo- 
graphs and cuttings. Books (and pamphlets big enough to be stiffened) 
are kept with other books in the New Zealand section, and are given 
subject entries on the catalogue. Most pride is taken in the possession 
of the Minutes of the Domain Board, 1878-1922, and the Records 
of the Tauranga Library and Mechanics Institute, 1871-1897. 
Brief entries have been made on the catalogue, but the books are 
kept in the office. The pages of the Domain Board minutes are 
fragile, having been badly damaged by silverfish. 

A thesis in geography, “Urban Tauranga in 1950,” by O. B. 
Carleton, was bought recently, and is also kept in the office, not on 
the open shelves. 

Bound volumes of the local newspaper, from 1904, are kept in 
the Borough Office downstairs, but are usually accessible to readers; 
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a copy 1s kept on file in the Library until the bound volume 1s 
available. In 1955, a weekly paper was born; it survived nearly 
twelve months, and the volume is now awaiting binding. Both 
newspapers have catalogue entries. 

Inadequate storage. has impeded progress in sorting and indexing 
the few photographs, cuttings and special numbers of the local paper 
which the Library owns. The Library has its own copy of the 
Historical Society’s Journal and Papers which are listed on_ the 
catalogue under the name of the Society, and still hopes to acquire 
at least the minute books of another society now defunct. 

Members of the Historical Society make good use of material in 
checking facts for articles and addresses, and two interesting talks 
have been heard on the Tauranga of 50-60 years ago, based on 
information taken from early newspapers. Books borrowed on request 
for members are being listed, and brief entries are being made in 
the catalogue for local material found in more general books, so 
that, in time, there should be a fair record of what information is 
available. Children use the collection frequently, but generally require 
up-to-date material on local activities for projects—in this connection 
a leaflet published by the Borough Council last summer has proved 
most useful. Visitors are often interested in checking up on the 
history of various places they have seen, and like to be able to borrow 
whatever is available. 

As I see it, we have only the nucleus of a local collection—there 
must be much material which we have neglected to preserve. A 
recent example is a printed news sheet, put out by the 20,000 Club 
for the War Memorial Fund Appeal, of which there were about 
20 issues. It is possibly not important, but still a record which should 
have been kept. Like most libraries, Tauranga needs more space, 
especially for storage of material such as photographs and documents, 
so that they can be used more freely, and also be more adequately 
protected from dust and other damage. At present they are kept in 
u wooden cupboard. but at least the building itself is concrete. 

There is still much to be done to make full use of the collection— 
sorting cuttings and photographs, indexing the newspapers (both old 
und current), building up a set of books and pamphlets as a per- 
manent record with duplicates available for borrowing, publicising 
what is available and always advertising the need to preserve records, 
preferably by giving them into the safe-keeping of the Library or 
other responsible body. 
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COUNTRY LIBRARY SERVICE 
1930—1955 


G. T. ALLEY 


(concluded ) 


In 1945, with the end of the war, there began the taking over of some 
of the district offices used by the Army, and the decentralisation, on a 
district basis, of the Country Library Service itself. | suppose this is a 
useful point at which to refer to the 1945 proposals of the Association. 
| refer to the McColvin proposals, published in England in 1942, in 
which Lionel McColvin proposed that there should be units of as many 
us 300,000 people, city and country combined, for library service. There 
is the much lower figure of Lowell Martin, put at 45,000, a considerable 
reduction, and one recalls the Munn-Barr figure of 12,000 as being 
sufficient for independent service. Through all this there is the principle 
that the unit of service must be large enough to provide a range of the 
books available, and other things as well. It seems to me that people 
tend to regard regional service from different angles. One view of regional 
service regards it simply as a means of making possible a quite cut and 
dried amount of book-purchasing. Librarianship seems hardly to enter 
into it. Mr. Wylie, in his address at Nelson on Public Library Service 
1954-64, quoted the saying “to all the people all the books,” which has 
yiven rise to a good deal of discussion. On the other hand, in terms of 
Mr. Harold Miller’s view, which he gave us in 1947, the job of the 
librarian is to get rid of the tripe—and there is much tripe: “tripe of 
all kinds—Anglican tripe, Presbyterian tripe, and so on.” Between these 
lwo views Sicre could be a wide range of views of the librarian’s job, 
and especially of the regional library's book-purchasing function. An 
important kind of librarianship has always seemed to me that of the 
person actually intervening in this business of lending books—saying, “Yes, 
| think this book good, that one better, and the other one not so good.” 
Something of this sort was attempted in the days of the original Can- 
lerbury book van. There can be a great lot of material published which 
is no earthly use to anyone, which is cluttering up the shelves, and which 
costs a great deal to acquire and to use. It seems to me that we need 
someone to work out just what the cost would be if we decided in terms 
of McColvin’s units in this country, of combining local authorities, county 
and borough, and providing a programme of purchasing covering a big 
mount of the published literature—how much of that would, in fact, 
he wasted? Some people would say, in all probability, half of it. But we 
should have more precise knowledge of the cost of adding a book. Some 
librarians say it costs 15/- a volume to classify and keep it without the 
purchase price being reckoned. How much does it cost to keep a book 
on the shelves, to house it, even in second class accommodation in a 
book storage depot? Some costs are continuing, some are cumulative, other 
costs occur only once. This is the kind of study that | think we should 
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do to get a clearer idea of the kind of “coverage” programme that some 
would recommend for larger units. | do agree, and | think we have 
shown in the C.L.S. that we agree and are acting on that agreement, 
that probably the only solution in the end is a gradual creation of larger 
units of library service. Only in that way will we attack the difficult and 
almost impossible aspect of librarianship where the librarian has not only 
to keep a service going but has to struggle constantly for something 
better; for example, has to go to a committee that may not be sympathetic 
to get better accommodation. These things are not so burdensome if they 
ure tackled in a bigger way in regions—there are more people involved: 
there is a sharing of burdens. Then, too, | wonder if there will not have 
to be a different solution in different areas. There should not be a cutting 
up and division into this or the other district merely from maps and 
tables of statistics. | was interested to see earlier in the year a study 
by the Economics Department of Canterbury University College. It was 
concerned with greater Christchurch and its relation to Canterbury 
The Geography and Economics people showed that there was a develop- 
ment of a particularly interesting kind in Canterbury plains which seemed 
to indicate that the shopping habits of the people were making Christ- 
church not a provincial town, not the capital of Canterbury, but that, 
in fact, the whole of Canterbury was becoming almost a part of greater 
Christchurch. Differences of this kind make necessary differences in library 
planning. If we are thinking in terms of the modern motor era and modern 
roads and the shopping and marketing habits of people, what a difference 
from Canterbury there is in a place like Takaka. Those of you who have 
been over the Takaka Hill won't forget it. You won't think that Takaka 
should be given a weekly or monthly service from Motueka. Takaka should 
probably have a library and should control its district service. 

| think, too, that we need, as well as the more exact planning and 
fuller discussion, to go on with the work for local free service. This 
battle has been largely won, but there are some stragglers who still 
contend that their old way is the best. There will be a great deal more 
difficulty in persuading local authorities which are not yet involved in 
library service, such as counties, if there is a neighbouring local borough 
still not giving a free public library service, but clinging to the old 
limited subscription service. ‘This confidence in local service and_ the 
demonstration at the local level is one of the most important things, and 
we need so much more of it. We need the work put in by people like 
Miss Cowey and Miss Heine and others at this level. How much easier 
to persuade a local authority near which a demonstration of this kind 
has been given. 

In the last month or two there has been taken a stage further some 
work which began two years ago in the south of this Island, near Dunedin. 
Mr Shearer of the Christchurch office of the C.L.S., who has just recently 
finished his year at the Library School, has been doing a survey in the 
South Otago region, where there are eight boroughs and four counties. 
It is rather similar to the Taranaki area, and | think it is interesting 
that, twenty years after the Taranaki survey, someone should be doing 
a similar study in the South Island. | can say at this stage the response 
has been, at least, encouraging. 

These are the needs: research, study, and the building up of still more 
confidence at the local level. We need to recognise the needs of local 
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service, even that which is not sponsored by local authorities. | am sorry 
that Mr Wylie could not be here. | think in his address at Nelson two 
years ago he tended to write off the work of independent libraries in 
the country areas—something like 1,000 libraries, in many of which 
librarianship is going on at a good level. Many are static, but in many of 
them there is the evidence of interest and of enlightened people using 
books: people who are working as groups and are using a small collection 
fed from the Country Library Service—it may be in a local house. It 
is simply not true to say that this is not librarianship, or that people in 
those areas are in the dark. | would sooner live in Inchclutha than in 
faita North—which is in Hutt City—from the point of view of library 
service. So we need to take these things into account, and we need 
to experiment. But time is getting on, both mine and the time of this 
enterprise in which we have embarked. | would like to read another 
sentence from John Stuart Mill: “What the State can usefully do is to 
make itself a central depository, and active circulator and diffuser, of the 
experience resulting from many trials. Its business is to enable each 
experimentalist to benefit by the experiments of others; instead of tolerating 
no experiments but its own.” | think we can do the job. We can do it 
if our minds are addressed to it and our hearts are in it. 


* * * 
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N.Z.L.A. COUNCIL 
NOTES ON MEETING OF 30th AUGUST 1956 


Present: The President. A. G. W. Dunningham (in the chair), G. T. 
Alley, A. G. Bagnall, C. W. Collins, Miss H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, H. J. 
Lorimer, W. J. McEldowney, Miss M. Milne, R. N. O'Reilly, D. C. Pryor, 
D. M. Wylie, the Secretary, and the Hon. Editor. 

Apologies: Apologies from H. W. B. Bacon, L. Christie, and Mrs. E, 
Ek. McMillan were sustained. 

History of New Zealand Libraries: Mr McEldowney presented the report 
of the sub-committee set up to consider the question of preparation and 
publication of a history of New Zealand libraries. The report was received 

Amalgamation of local bodies: ‘Whe Secretary reported that letters had 
been sent to the Municipal Association and to the Counties’ Association 
drawing attention to the importance of preserving the records of local 
bodies. pointing out the possibility of loss or destruction of records when 
local bodies amalgamated. and offering the advice and assistance of the 


Archives Committee and Consultants. Both Associations had sent circular 


letters on this subject to their members. A letter had been sent to the 
Department of Internal Affairs asking that on the occasion of amalgamation 
of local bodies it include legislation for the safeguarding of records. A 
reply had been received that in all cases where a territorial local authority 
was abolished or amalgamated the records of that local authority would 
be transferred to the local authority or local authorities assuming control 
of the area. In order to prevent any possible destruction after that date 
the Department had undertaken to write to all local authorities involved 
in abolition or amalgamation proposals, urging them to preserve records 
and offering to try to find some way of ensuring their preservation if the 
successor local bodies found it impossible or too inconvenient to do so 
Mr Bagnall reported that he was in close touch with the Officer-in-charge 
of the National Archives (Mr Standish) on this matter, and that there 
appeared to be no need to take any further action with regard to legislation 
or direct approach by the Association. ‘The reports and correspondence 
were received. 

1960 Conference: VWeowas resolved that the invitation from the Dunedin 
City Council to hold the 1960 conference of the Association in Dunedin 
be accepted with thanks. 

Acetate Film: Vhe Secretary gave a progress report on steps taken by 
her to obtain information about sources of supply and methods of purchase 
of acetate film for school libraries. The report was received. 

Consideration was given to the recommendation from the Children’s 
and Young People’s Section that the Association take the position as a 
buying agent. It was resolved that the N.Z.L.A. office should continue 
to seek and distribute information about library supplies, but should not 
handle material which can be handled adequately by commercial suppliers 

Council Documents: Consideration was given to a request from Mr § 
Perry that copies of Council documents be sent to the Wellington Public 
Libraries during the period 1956-7 as there was no representative of the 


174 





library ¢ 
decided | 
documer 
should | 
Standing 
Publis 
of the | 
procedul 
Secretar 
Executiv 
where t 
the state 
of the | 
Secretar 
the pre] 
be sent 
Sale 
the dec 
letter be 
viSiONs ¢ 
New Ze 
be sold 
been set 
over, a 
Zealand 
that a f 
and iss! 
need fo 
500 pel 
not hel 
of book 
Gran 
Branch 
estimate 
the pol 
meeting 
made | 
to be | 
the apf 
Inve 
Secreta 
Inverce 
east af 
photog 
Library 
to senc 
resolve 
Acti 
of the 
discuss 
able te 
receive 





library on the N.Z.L.A. Council. In the discussion on this matter it) was 
decided that no attempt should be made to ensure that files of Association 
documents were kept at any particular libraries, and that the request 
should be regarded as a personal one. It was resolved that minutes of 
Standing Executive Committee and Council meetings be sent to Mr Perry. 

Published Statements of N.Z.L.A. Views: There was some discussion 
of the Association’s policy with regard to press statements and of the 
procedure to be adopted in issuing them. It was resolved that the Hon. 
Secretary, in consultation with two other members of the Standing 
Executive Committee, be empowered to prepare and issue press statements 
where the interests of the Association seem to require this to be done, 
the statement, wherever practicable, to be approved by and in the name 
of the President, it being understood that, at the discretion of the Hon. 
Secretary, representatives of at least two institutions would be consulted in 
the preparation of such statements. and that copies of the statements 
be sent immediately to members of Council for their information. 

Sale of N.Z. Historical Material Overseas: Mr Bagnall referred to 
the decision niade by Council at its meeting on 2Ist February that a 
letter be sent to the Minister of Internal Affairs asking whether the pro 
visions of the Maori Antiquities Act 1908 could be invoked in cases when 
New Zealand material not in any New Zealand library might in future 
be sold overseas, and said that. although two letters on the subject had 
been sent to the Minister. no satisfactory reply had been received. More- 
over, at Bethune’s May sale valuable material not held in any New 
Zealand library had again been sold to overseas purchasers. It was resolved 
that a factual statement be prepared by Mr McEldowney and Mr Bagnall, 
and issued in the name of the President to the press, pointing out the 
need for immediate action, and referring to the fact that there are over 
S00 periodicals and newspapers which have ceased publication and are 
not held in any library in the country, as well as a comparable number 
of books and pamphlets. 

Grants for holding Branch and Section meetings: Wo was resolved that 
Branches and sections be asked, in November of each year, to submit 
estimates of their expenditure for the next year, and that Council adopt 
the policy of paying travelling expenses connected with Branch or Section 
meetings only if general budgetary provision for such payments has been 
made in the estimates for the Association adopted by Council, the grants 
to be limited to £10, and to be made only in specific cases, subject to 
the approval of the Standing Executive Committee. 

Invercargill Public Library: Whe Secretary read a letter from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Inverevreill Public Library Association stating that the 
Invercargill City Council had decided to build a new library on a site 
east and south of the Town Hall, and asking for a loan of plans and 
photographs of the Lower Hutt Public Library, and for the advice of the 
Library Buildings Committee in the preparation of plans. Mr Wylie agreed 
to send photographs and plans of the Lower Hutt Public Library. It was 
resolved that the letter be referred to the Library Buildings Committee. 

Activities Committec: The Secretary read a letter from the convener 
of the Activities Committee reporting that a meeting had been held to 
discuss the method of procedure, and that the Committee hoped to be 
able to report progress to the next Council meeting. The report was 
received 








Archives Committee: Mr Bagnall reported that the Committee was 
taking over from the Branches the completion of the local body records 
survey, and that letters would be sent to those territorial local authorities 
from which no information had been received, but that it would probably 
be a further year before the survey was completed. The report was received. 

Children’s Library Service Committee: The Secretary read a letter from 
the convener stating that an amended draft report was in circulation 
among members of the Committee, but that finality had been postponed 
until Mr Macaskill had a chance to consider it after his return to New 
Zealand. 

biction Committee: The report of the Fiction Committee was received 
It was resolved that the Committee’s report on Baldwin, James, Go tell it 
on the mountain be forwarded to the Librarian of the Russell Public 
Library, and that no further action be taken. 

It was resolved that the symbols for grading fiction set out on page 2 
of document 1956/39 be adopted and used henceforth in the Fiction Lists, 
and that attention be drawn to the new interpretations of the symbols in 
New Zealand Libraries. 

It was resolved that publication of the fiction lists be continued in 
New Zealand Libraries, but that the Fiction Committee be asked to give 
further consideration to the method of compilation and publication of the 
lists. 

Finance Committee: The report of the Finance Committee was received. 
It was resolved that the Legislation Committee be asked to prepare suitable 
notices of motion for submission to the next Annual Meeting to the 
effect that the rules be amended by the addition of the following objects 
clauses: 

(ix) (a) To acquire, purchase, sell or lease any real or personal property: 

(ix) (b) To borrow money by way of mortgage or otherwise howsoever; 
and that Rule 30 be either deleted of amended by the deletion of references 
to a general meeting. 

Legislation Committee: Mr Alley reported that Mr Hall had prepared 
a draft notice of motion making provision for the admission of private 
firms to membership of the Association, and that it would be ready for 
approval by the Standing Executive Committee and submission to the 
next Annual Meeting. The report was received. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions and Qualifications Com- 
mittee: The Committee’s report was received. 

It was resolved that Council express its appreciation of the conscientious 
work done by the Committee with regard to salary scales, but that the 
Committee be asked to give some attention to the problem of recruitment. 

(Mr H. O. Roth, convener of the Committee, was present by invitation 
for the remainder of the discussion on the report.) 

There was some discussion on the question of whether the Association 
should continue to prepare salary scales of the kind set out in the report, 
which were based on current practice in local bodies and in the Public 
Service, or whether it should prepare a statement of standard salaries, based 
on qualifications, which might be several steps ahead of what was imme- 
diately possible, especially in the smaller centres. It was resolved that the 
report of the Salaries Committee be regarded as an interim salary scale. 
and not as a standards document. 
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It was resolved that the Committee be asked to consider the drawing up 
of a new document on standards of qualifications and salaries, and that, 
when prepared, it be considered by the Professional and Local Authorities 
Sections. 

It was resolved that the revised scale be approved for publication in 
New Zealand Libraries as an interim scale. subject to the correction of 
an anomaly which placed rates for librarians in charge of Reference and 
Lending libraries in cities of population 50,000-100,000 only one step behind 
the rate for a Deputy Librarian. 

Library Buildings Committee: Wo was resolved that the report of the 
Library Buildings Committee be received and that the accepted terms 
describing library shelving be published in New Zealand Libraries. 

Library Training Committee. Wt was resolved that the report of the 
Library Training Committee be adopted and the recommendations approved, 
namely: 

(i) That the Publications Committee be asked to consider the publi- 
cation of a brochure designed to attract graduates to library work 
as a career either by reprinting the article written by Miss Bateson 
and published in Education 3:43-45 Mr °SO,. or by publishing a 
special number of New Zealand Libraries and issuing reprints. 

(ii) That the notes on Cataloguing and Classification re-written by 
Miss E. A. Evans be cyclostyled on quarto paper and bound in 
light manilla binding. 

(iii) That as soon as practicable the notes for Part I, paper A, as 
revised, be duplicated on quarto paper and issued in a_ lightly 
bound form. 

(iv) That Branches be notified that copies of the revised notes are 
being sent to consultants and be invited to forward comments and 
suggestions. 

(v) That a ruling be added to the syllabus that students should take 
Part Il of the course at the Library School within two years after 
completing Part I, except in special circumstances and with the 
approval of the Committee. 

(vi) That the R.N.Z.A.F. Higher Educational Test be accepted as 
equivalent to School Certificate for admission to the training course. 

(vii) That the Library School be asked to prepare an outline of the 
syllabus for Part Il for inclusion in the syllabus of the training 
course, together with a short reading list. 

N.Z. Book Resources Committee: The report of the Book Resources 
Committee was received, and the following recommendations were 
approved: 

(i) That 1,250 copies of the revised interloan handbook be printed, 
one copy to be distributed free to all libraries listed in the hand 
book, a further limited number to be distributed free at the 
discretion of the Secretary as the need arises, additional copies 
to be sold at Is. each. 

(i) That libraries at a separate address from the Head Office Library, 
with a full time staff, and forming part of a separate administration 
with separate book vote of £100 and more per annum, should not 
normally be permitted to use -direct interloan without becoming 
institutional members of the Association. 
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(iii) That the Government be asked to subsidise through the iNational 
Library Service the publication of the Index to New Zealand 
Periodicals, 

(iv) That the Association publish the second supplement to the Guidi 
to New Zealand Reference Material for sale on a basis to be 
determined by the Standing Executive acting on the recommenda 
tion of the Publications Committee. 

Nominations Committee: Mr MckEldowney reported that there had been 
no need for the Committee to take any action since the last Council 
meeting, but he invited members of Council to consider possible nomina 
tions for 1957-8. The report was received. 

Public Library Service Committee: Mr Wylie reported that the Com 
mittee still had under consideration the question of ways in. which to 
improve the census of public libraries. The report was received. 

Publications Committee: On the motion of Mr. Pryor. seconded by 
Mr O'Reilly. the report of the Publications Committee was received and 
the following recommendations adopted: 

(i) That publication of the N.Z.L.A. Newsletter be continued per 
manently, to be issued as time and circumstances permit. 

(ii) That as far as possible material formerly included in Section 
Newsletters be included in the NZLA Newsletter, the office being 
asked not to accept responsibility for Section Newsletters. Notes 
or articles of interest beyond the Section membership should be 
published in New Zealand Libraries. 

(iii) That material of permanent value, including reports of Council 
Standing Executive, and important Committee meetings, as well 
as articles of general interest, should be included in New Zealand 
Libraries rather than in the Newsletter, except for matters of 
urgency or outstanding importance for immediate notification 
through the Newsletter. 

(iv) That the Annual Report and Balance Sheet should be a permanent 
feature of New Zealand Libraries, the appendices, consisting of 
individual committee reports, to be issued as a mimeographed 
supplement. 

It was resolved that lists of new members be included in the Newsletter 

Library Co-operation: Working Party: Ww was resolved that the Interim 
Report of the Working Party transmitted from the National Library 
Service be referred to the Public Library Service Committee. 

It was resolved that Mr G. T. Alley and Miss P. Taylor be added 
to the Public Library Service Committee. 

Conference Committee: Mr Lorimer presented a draft programme for 
the 1957 conference. It was resolved that a session on Library Co-operation 
based on the report of the Working Party be arranged by the Public 
Library Service Committee. The programme as amended was adopted 
Mr Lorimer reported on Conference arrangemente. 

Smalt Public Libraries Section: Miss Cowey reported that after con 
sultation with members of the Section Committee she had passed on to 
the Senior Lecturer at the Library School the names of suggested lecturers 
for short training courses for librarians from small libraries. The report 
was received. 

Indecent Publications: Mr Bagnall and Mr Wylie reported that no 
indecent publications had been referred to them by the Justice Department 
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since they had been appointed to act with representatives of the Book 
sellers Association on this matter. 

National Historic Places Trust: A \etter from Mr Bagnall forwarding a 
copy of the first annual report of the National Historic Places Trust: was 
received, 

New Zealand Book Week: The Secretary read a letter from the 
Secretary of the Associated Booksellers of New Zealand stating that it 
was hoped to issue in 1958 a selective list of New Zealand publications 
for use in connection with New Zealand Book Weck, and that the com 
ments and suggestions of the N.Z.L.A. on the proposal would be appre 
ciated. It was resolved that the Hon. Secretary and Mr Bagnall prepare a 
suitable reply to the letter. 

N.Z.L.A. Conferences: Mr. Collins suggested that some consideration 
should be given to the places at which conferences should be held in 
1958 and 1959 without waiting for invitations to come forward. It) was 
resolved that the matter be referred to the Standing Executive Committee. 





REVIEW 

WHO'S WHO IN NEW ZEALAND, 6th Edition, edited by Frank 
A. Simpson, M.A., Dip.Journ., F.R.G.S. A. H. & A. W. Reed, 
Wellington, 1956, 47/6. 

Why there should be a Who'y Who at all is, perhaps, a question. 
Low curiosity needs no justification,” a friend of mine said, when | 
confessed to her my predilection for reading it. And that may be 
the truth of the matter. But once it has been conceded a place, it ought 
to be competently edited. | cannot say so of this new edition, the 
first since Dr G. H. Scholefield retired trom the editorship. 

Ihe selection of persons to appear in Who's Who in New Zealand 
is a difficult and invidious task, and an editor's success or failure in 
performing it can only be relative. | may raise my eyebrows at an 
estimate of New Zealand poetry which admits Gloria Rawlinson and 
excludes James K. Baxter and Louis Johnson, but this might be my 
bias rather than the editor’s. | doubt, however, if anyone would deny 
that Members of Parliament are prominent people, and that the public 
has a special right to be interested in their careers. So I shall confine 
this review to the book’s treatment of M.P.s. 

First of all, fourteen Members of the present Parliament are not 
included at all. The reason for this, apparently, is that they did not 
supply biographies when they were asked for them. This seems to 
imply that inclusion in Who's Who is a medal for good behaviour, 
including the filling in of a questionnaire. It pays no regard to what 
is owing to the buyer, who has paid 47s. 6d. for the book, and has 
a right to expect it to be as complete as possible. It would have been 
no very arduous task, surely, for the editor to have collected some 
account of the careers of the defaulters. 

The treatment of those M.P.s. who are included is not always 
satisfactory. The Member for Christchurch Central is shown in the 
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list of Members in the front of the book as R. M. Macfarlane, C.M.G.. 
but the award of the decoration is not recorded in his biography and, 
although this says that he was “mayor of Christchurch °38-41,” it omits 
to mention that he has also been Mayor since 1950. The entry for 
Michael Moohan begins “MP for Petone, secretary NZ Labour Party 
(since 1940),” although, as the body of the article makes clear, he 
ceased to be Secretary of the Party in 1947. (The present secretary, 
Mr A. J. McDonald, 1s not included). The entry for A. H. Nordmeyer 
gives the impression that he is still Member for Oamaru. Since 195], 
he has represented first Brooklyn and then Island Bay. W. S. Goosman 
is not now Minister of Marine, nor is K. J. Holyoake Minister in 
charge of the D.S.I.R. S. G. Holland, it says, was “MP for Chch North 
‘40-46.” This should read “ °35-46.” 

The biography of J. T. Watts begins “minister of health and social 
security (1949), Minister of Industries & Commerce (1951), minister 
of Finance (1954)”: capitals as in the original. The first item in an 
entry in Who's Who is the subject’s present position. Mr Watts has 
never held all these posts at the one time. Only the last should be at 
the head of the article; the others belong to the personal history printed 
below. The entry for T. P. Shand does not mention that he is a 
Cabinet Minister at all, although this fact is recorded of the other 
five Members elevated to Cabinet rank at the same time as he was. 
None of these six latest Cabinet Ministers is given the title “Hon.”, 
although it is given to their senior ministerial colleagues, and also to 
many former members of the Legislative Council, who are not entitled 
to use it. The entries for no fewer than seven of these latter give the 
impression that they are still members of the upper house, which was 
abolished in 1950. Several of these persons still awarded their “Hons.” 
and their “M.L.C.s” were Legislative Councillors for only a few 
weeks, appointed for the sole purpose of giving the institution its 
coup de grace. 

The biographies of tour former M.P.s state that they are still in 
the house—A. E. Armstrong (defeated in 1951), E. B. K. Gordon 
(retired in 1954), S. I. Jones, and W. B. Tennent (both defeated in 
1954). The entry for C. H. Chapman reads “See Sth Ed. 1951.” The 
sole justification for this space-saving device is that the biography, if 
reprinted in full, would be no different from the one printed in the 
previous edition. In this case there is a very material difference. Mr 
Chapman was a Member of Parliament in 1951; he is not a Member 
now. This fact, at least, ought to have been stated, even if the whole 
biography was not reprinted. 

Although the information in Who's Who comes trom the people 
concerned, there is an obligation on the editor to avoid as far as 
possible glaring errors, omissions, and inconsistencies. Since the present 
editor appears to have abdicated this responsibility the new edition 
must be used with circumspection. Dennis McEldowncy. 
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PALMERSTON NORTH BRANCH ANNUAL 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


Budgeting for the small library, library co-operation, and reference 
work in the smaller library were some of the topics discussed at the 
annual Palmerston North Branch Regional Conference held in Hawera 
on Ist and 2nd September 1956. 

Seventeen librarians, representing eight libraries, attended the con- 
ference; fortunately the small numbers did not diminish the enjoy- 
ment or enthusiasm of those present. It was unfortunate that only 
three Taranaki libraries were represented. 

Mr. Cave, the regional adult education tutor, addressed the con- 
ference on Saturday evening, when Mr. Mawson also spoke on the 
recent change over to free and rental service in Wanganui. Perhaps 
the most fruitful discussion of the Conference was led by Miss 
Cowie and Mr. Bertram, and dealt with library co-operation as the 
most potent force for future development among the small local 
authorities. Co-operation was considered in terms of finance, shared 
stock, and, particularly, co-operative book-purchasing schemes, and, 
finally, the sharing of trained library staff. 

Thanks are due to Mrs. Joll, the Chairman of the Hawera Borough 
Council Library Committee, for making her home available for the 
Conference, a factor which contributed greatly to its success. Thanks 
are due also to the Mayor and members of the Library Committee 
for their interest in the conference, and especially to Mrs. Claridge, 
the Librarian, for her part in organising the meeting. 





FICTION LIST 


NOTES ON REVISED SYMBOLS 


HitLe GRADING 


A Major works. 

Ab Less important works. 

AB Literary and general appeal. 

aB- General but mainly non-literary appeal. 
B Stock commercial. 


A Major works 

The great original contributions in the history of the novel—the classics. 
More recent fiction approximating to the above when measured by 
standards derived from critical discussions of the classics, i.e. by F. R. 
Leavis. 

Note: Contemporary fiction receiving this grading is not necessarily 
assessed us having the lasting values which the classics appear to have. 





18] 





Ab Less important works of literary appeal 


lithkes by A authors writing slightly below their highe 
New authors of distinction, and experimental works 
Note: Experimental and similar works grouped 


professional standard of AB authors. (Therefore the ear 
first level, second level, and third level is not accurate.) 


AB Literary and general appeal. 


Many of the authors who overlapped the original 


consideration, fell into a fairly well defined group. Thi 
of the literary qualities of the A group with an appeal 
aus found at the stock commercial leve! 

Note: The best-seller class tends to fali into this and tl 
aBoo General, but mainly non-literary appeal 

Works in the main of ephemeral appeal, but havin 
when compared to the B group 

Note: Such tithes were listed primarily for the guidance 


Where there was often a tendency to confuse this group 


B Stock Commercial 


The works which on the original fiction lists were ck 


On consideration they seemed more accurately describ 


mto well defined categori Detects Light Romances 


have been exploited commercially, hence the ph 
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demand on the higher levels of the intelligence of the 1 
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standards are largely irrelevant to the appeal of this vt 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT 1O NZLA LISI 


fitll: GRADINGS AND 








AUTHOR GRADINGS 
\ Standard 

AB Popular-—fair standare 
\] Promising 

B Popular 


POPULARITY 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
\ Highest level: wholly 
\b Second level: mainly free 
\B Third level: equally free and 
rental 
aB Fourth level: mainly rental 
ibs Fifth level: no particular re- 
commendation. 


Irec 


is indicated by asterish (muni 
mum three) after the tith B Stock commercial level: 
vradings. wholly rental 

2) May cause offence. 
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ITTLES BY 


ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Ambler, [1 19ov \B Ihe nigh of the visual detail of the New Zea 
“nn Heinemann 956. 13.6 Hi land scence but he deals in under 
vw book is exciting, but onl b ' tones rather than highlights. and the 
tretchin of terms can it be called eneral fect, in) consequence ns on 
thriller The documentary bach of slizht drabness * TLS 3-8-56 
round 4 uggested ilfull i \b 
r, and the marrative shaped Fabricius, Johan Wizmore 1R9OY AB 
rdered ith n ble re Mortal pageant, tr. by Roy Edward 
Vight-comers may bh fep i Heinemann. 1956. 15 “An exciting 
lirection Of the ight novel tale of love and adventure, in) which 
) \B the good actors are clearly marked off 
Chardonne, Jacau pseud from the wicked jit tells of] a 
u, J. Pauline: tr. by W. J party of wealthy Florentines [who] 
Peter Owen, 195¢ 14/6 flee from the plague to a pleasant 
Second Yun ol fine Hous of villa near Fbies careful) and 
Burner ! Destine Sentimental wcurate = reconsti ion of things as 
iS a roman fleu of the type vet they must have been . Tes 
hin vogue in Prat in the 1930 10-&-S6 ' 
i ictlar instance wt it 
: : . - :. ' i n : ios 7 ieee Gordimer, Nadine. AB. Six feet of the 
s, ey crest onl country Gollancz, 1956. 12/6. Short 
oes shales tuesiorss affais tories [Miss Gordimer] can illumi 
of the Barnery 1S, b nate life, and not merely South Afri 
Colette Sidonie Claudin in life: yet it is when her material 
87 A Cl chool. tr. b ' ecifically South African that she 
has most to offer. She seems to under 


Antonia White 








tand = her coloured characters as 


1956. 12/6. A translation of Colette 
first novel In the freshness and readily as her white and can 

nee f the writin in its inimit also, in the space of a single stor 
bly intimate tone, the mat at on present a sharp and valid contrast be 
uividual and ivinal talent : in tween two different worlds, between 
tukable At ’ e time it th of New York and Johannes 

cy highly coloured. hight niced burg Walter Allen in NSN. 18-8-56 

oun { ch 1 til 11 8] ( Ab 

\b Hersey, John Richard, i914 \/AB 
Courage, Jam 1903 A,AB \ single pebble. Hamish Hamilton 
, nt 1956 | ( kT j1/¢ The tory of a oun 
Mr. Coura IVC 1 cle nericun engineer who set out in the 
crit t! t wl recovery ¢ \t Iwenties to survey the Yangtze River 
entral character's] life and love for the site of a vast dam the 
t novelrst vho i muinly cor book power ind drama partly de 
erned with the thin of the mind pend on one’s vrowing realisation of 
Mr Coura is delightfully observant what about to happen—the slow 


183 





thrust of inevitability and bafflement 
in alien feelings brought face to face.” 
Richard Mayne in NSN, 11-8-56 Ab**. 
Lodwick, John, 1916- . AB. Contagion 
to this world. Heinemann, 1956. 
“The book’s ostensible subject is an 


outbreak of plague in the 
Atlantic port of Gades 

Lodwick can be bothered to 
himself with this excellent theme 
narrative is ubsorbingly interesting! 
TLS, 13-7-56. AB** 


SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED 
TITLES BY OTHER AUTHORS 


Boll, Heinrich. Traveller, if you come 
to Spa... . Arco, 1986. 12/6. Short 
Stories. “Herr Boll’s world is that of 
the German Army in its last days in 
Russia and of Germany in the months 
following the end of the war. : 
His stories—of hopelessness on the 
kastern Front, of scraping a living 
and hunting for cigarette butts among 
the ruins of the Rhineland—are frag 
ments of experience presented with 
extraordinary vividness. with an almost 

intensity." Walter Allen’ in 
: 18-8-56. Ab*. 

Bradbary, Ray. The October country 
Hart-Davis, 1956. 15/-. Short stories. 
“His talent is unquestioned, and in 
this volume he has discarded the trap- 
pings of the writer of science fiction 
in order to concentrate on the horrible 
[Some of] these stories are truly ma 
cabre . . in too many of the rest, 
however. he tends to turn to favour 
and to prettiness. There is a_ fatal 
escape into whimsy and humour . 
Walter Allen in NSN 18-8-56. AB* 

St. John, John. A trick of the sun 
Heinemann, 1956. 15/ “There are 


great opportunities for contempor 
Satire in the idea of viewing Engl 
through the eyes of some intellig 
young colonial student over here 
the first time. . To start with @ 
author makes good use of his oppe 
tunities. . . But finally the sa 
breaks down under the demands 
the plot. " TLS 20-7-56. AB**, 


Trevor, Meriol. The last of Britai 
Macmillan, 1956. 16/-. “{Set in si 
century Britain] this exciting and we 
imagined story fulfils admirably 
highest purpose of the historical no 
it takes the reader into a concrete 
convincing world which he could 
have built in his own mind.” 
10-8-56. AB*. 


Waller, Robert. Shadow of 
Cape, 1956. 13/6. “Since 
eighty-four, novels about the 
face stiffish competition: but this 

owes less to prophetic fantasy t 

to expert and very funny satire 
contemporary trends.”’ Richard May 
in NSN, 11-8-56. AB* 


OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 


De Vries, Peter. Comfort me 
apples. Gollancz, 1956. 13/6. * 
cumulative effect of his self-conscious 
epigrams on love, adultery, blackmail. 
seduction, and so on, is disastrous 

it makes one feel he is wasting 
a promising talent."" TLS 3-8-56. AB* 

Mittetholzer, Edgar, 1909- A/AB. Of 

trees and the sea. Secker & Warburg. 


1956. 13/6. “Local Barbadoes col 
is liberally daubed on, in a_ curio 
blend of the sinister, the macabre, 
the farcical. You may enjoy the 
for its travelogue value, as a fi 
and linguistic curio. Personally, 
found it pretentious, overwritten, @ 
silly.” Richard Mayne in NSN, 11-& 
aB* 
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NON TEAR 
PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 


can be supplied in all sizes to fit library books. 
Made from NON TEAR transparent plastic and bound with cloth tape 
in colours--RED, BLUE, GREEN, BUFF, GREY, WHITE and BLACK. 
Send for your sample cover, colour chart, and price list. 
Acetate covers can be supplied if desired. 
Plastic cut to sizes. 
Up to 8] in. x I8 in. 6d. each 
from &{ to 9 in. x 18 in. 7d. each 
from 9 to 10 in. x 18 in. 8d. each 
Other sizes quoted on request 
NON TEAR PLASTIC can be supplied in any quantity 
PROMPT DELIVERY CAN BE GIVEN 
Library supplies—Vinamul adhesive, Glue for bookbinding, Show. card 
ink, Bookbinding canvas, etc. 
White plastic tape to fit Bears binder 
Cotton tapes in various colours. Spool size 2 inches 


Tet me know your requirements and TI will try to procure. 


C. H. RENNIE 
114 Princes Drive, NELSON 











BOOK JACKETS 
OF 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 


Made from the best British materials and by the finest 
British workmanship. 

For the past five years these transparent book jackets 
have been supplied to New Zealand libraries. They 
have stood the test of time. 


New Zealand Book Service Ltd. 


P.O. Box 33, Paraparaumu. 
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DO YOU MAKE FULL 
USE OF WHITCOMBE’S 
LIBRARY SERVICE ? 


Whitcombe & Tombs’ World-wide 


book service can obtain you any 
book from anywhere. 


We can offer you a choice from the largest and most 
comprehensive book stocks in New Zealand. 


We can obtain all Australian publications from our 
branches in Sydney, Melbourne and Perth. 


We can offer you the services of our London buying 
Office. 


We have representatives throughout the world. 
For the latest and newest publica- 
tions, or for some rare, almost 


forgotten, tithe you can rely on 
Whitcombes. 


For EFFICIENT, SPEEDY SERVICE ORDER FROM 


lene Al L 


Christchurch Auckland Hamilton Wellington 
Lower Hutt ‘Timaru Dunedin Invercargill 
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